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1. Special Memories

2. Laughs, Tears, and More

4. Our Foreign Neighbors

10. A Bridge
Cultures

A=WeE
AXANS el ERdE 29
- TN HE% HEStEOl =
o AMHE S22 CHRHEI
gHez MEE do Aol U=
SHE AE. HAEE0| Yo E
2498 I =2 &+ A=F o
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(4XtA]) As a child growing up in
North Korea, Hyeonseo Lee
thought her country was "the best
on the planet.” £3%to| diAMES =

21 o450 SL0| gt E€ed

S CHAl 3H8 L7 22 $hct

Now
10k o
N Tl

Lesson 6 The First Flight

Lesson 8 Got a
Gea Laugh!

Lesson 9. Small Ideas, Big

Help!

Lesson 10 Let's Get Along

with Numbers

QXA S2tel s+ 27|

"How do the North Koreans use
public transportation?”

(2KIA|) Esto] TVEZ 1M

“They  laugh  for some TV
programs"

BAHA) ELS S8h 22|17t T
“What should we do for the
unificaiton?

@AXADE =t 84 23t

“Let's eat the food in North Korea"
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Local People’s Neighborhood Unit System
in North Korea

The outside world calls North Korea a “"military society”" as it imposes
militaristic totalitarianism on its people. A prime example of such military
structures is the local people’'s neighborhood unit system, which places greater
focus on keeping an eye on the people than on bringing greater convenience to
their everyday lives. With a growing number of people deserting state institutions
after the Arduous March, Pyongyang has been trying to control North Koreans by
further reinforcing the neighborhood unit system as it now is harder to control
them through their respective workplaces. The local people’'s neighborhood unit
system in the North is comprised of two key elements: the heads of the people’'s
neighborhood units and householder units. The former serves as the watchdog of
all residents in a given building; the latter controls and watches the husbands
only.

Most apartments in Pyongyang are institutional ones

The householder unit system is actively in use in Pyongyang—-in contrast to the
rest of North Korea—-as central government agencies are concentrated in the
city. Legally speaking, apartments belong to the state, of course, as private
ownership is defined as illegal there. Instead of being bought individually,
apartments are offered only to those state institutions excelling in per-institution

wns

performance and loyalty evaluations. This is why these "'"institutional

”

apartments
are home to numerous North Koreans in the city of Pyongyang, for example. To
control North Koreans more efficiently under this residential environment, Kim
[I-sung gave an instruction in the mid-1970s to introduce the householder unit
system. The inspiration for the system came from an official at the central party
who drank after work and created a disturbance in his apartment. This led Kim to
come up with the householder unit system which, under the local people’'s
neighborhood unit system, monitored and controlled the life of husbands as an
extension of their office life. He said, “"Party officials should maintain their
dignity even after work; their responsibilities as party officials do not end as they
leave their offices.”" Upon taking office as party secretary, Kim Jong-il rolled out
the householder unit system, which until then had been applicable only to central
party—assigned apartments, throughout the entire country. While the head of a
people’'s neighborhood unit deals with everyone living in a given building, the
head of a householder unit organizes people’ neighborhood unit meetings,
mobilizations and lectures only for the husbands. Having no freedom to choose
where to live, all North Koreans are bound to a life in people’'s neighborhood
units, meaning the regime is even controlling their daily lives after work.
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