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1. German Unification Issues

Even 30 years after the unification of Germany the division between East and West still exists in many
different fields. The economic power in the East is just 73% of the West and the income of people in
the East is just 89% of that in the West. Well-educated and talented people from the eastern federal
states, especially women, are still moving to the West for better career chances and living conditions.

Although the collapse of the East German regime was significantly influenced by East German citizens,
most of them were not heard in the process of unification. Older East German people often have the
feeling that their work and achievements in life are not valued and recognized. After the unification
most factories and institutions in the East were closed or absorbed by western companies. Positions in
the administration and in politics were occupied by people from the West and until now most
decision-making positions (e.g. administration, politicians) are occupied by people with a western
background. Despite the investment of huge amounts of money, the eastern part is still not on the same
level as the West and eastern people are often dissatisfied with their life (leading to extremism, support

of anti-democratic movements etc.).

Deutschland vor der
Wiedervereinigung 1990

West-Berlin

BRD

©DW 100 km © SR Benn2020 71

bsunter2  0bunter2l W NbsunterZ W 2 bisunter2d W 23und mehr

1: Germany divided. 2. Available income in Germany per household (blue= high, red
= low).
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3: Left — Quota of foreigners in the population (darker = higher). Right — Votes in 2013 for right-wing,
anti-foreign parties (darker = higher).

2. Lessons learned by Germany which might be helpful for Korea

South Korea would be in any aspect the stronger part in case of a unification, which puts South Korea
in the role of organizing and financing the process. The economy in the North has to be kept alive and
also North Korean people need to be placed in influential positions. Favoring South Korean companies
and individuals will lead to dissatisfaction among North Korean people with serious consequences for the
country. The living conditions for the people in the North need to be increased as fast as possible,
otherwise there will be a mass migration to the South (brain drain). Structural discrimination (e.g.
smaller salary, lower retirement support etc.) has to be avoided in case the unification is fully
accomplished.

3. Education

It is certainly a good thing to include information about North Korea in the school education. It is
important to present the facts as neutral as possible and to explain the reasons for the division and why
North Korea is so different from the South. This is important to prevent stercotypes and prejudices
which could be a serious problem in case of unification. In my knowledge there was no particular
education in western Germany about the situation in eastern Germany. Eastern German education was
highly indoctrinated with the state ideology and the people in the West were portrayed as potential
enemies. It is assumable that this is even worse in the North. The interest in the eastern part of
Germany and in the issues East German people have faced before and after the unification are thus not
well understood by people in the western part. Solidarity is extremely important in the unification
process, so the interest of South Korean in their northern neighbor has to be kept awake.

4. A new Nammative for Unified Korea

The European neighbors of Germany were afraid that a unification of Germany would lead to extreme
nationalism and to the return of the “ugly Germans”. The Korean situation is different, but it is
foreseeable that a Korean unification would not work smoothly without the approval of the neighboring
countries such as China and Russia. The German concept of “Volk” is very similar to the Korean
concept of “BIZ”. Evoking the narrative of a common ancestry of all Korean people could be a strong
means to unify North and South mentally, however, this will exclude many people with a foreign
background who live in South Korea and who are even Korean citizens. The past of Korea must not be
forgotten, but it would be very favorable to create a new narrative that is more inclusive to people who
do not fit into the concept of ethnic Koreans.
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