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Conception of Holistic Literary History(1953~67) of
the Korean Peninsular :
Focusing on analysis of discourses on reunification and literature of
Chosun-Munhak & Literature Newspaper

Kim, Seong-su

Scholars of the South Korea and North Korea have solidified only their respective literary
history on the divided Peninsular and considered each other as the third party over the last
7 decades since liberation from Japanese colonial rule on August 15. To overcome that,
it would be necessary to take holistic approach to depiction of literary history of the two
Koreas with inclusive perspective for narration of global Korean Diaspora literary history. It
is time that we should desist from the precedent of depicting literary history of the South
Korea and North Korea separately although the Korean literary history remained indivisible
until 1945, and should explore measures for mutual communication and exchanges. For
example, the two Koreas can join hands to depict Korean literary history by identifying and
integrating common features in the doctrine of South—-North regional equivalents or in the
aesthetics of realism. All literatures of the two Koreas, which go beyond egocentrism, can
be considered local literatures of the South and North which form the Korean Peninsula
while exhibiting de—colonial modernistic characteristics. Thus, real substance of literature
should be restored which have been excluded from literary history and literary education
for reason of politics and ideology which fall under the real beyond literature. For that, we
analyzed discourses on reunification and literature based on the approach of analysis of
time series by classifying the article titles of North Korean literary magazines, e.g., Chosun—
Munhak and Literature Newspaper(1953~67). As a result, it was found that the concept,
‘reunification’, was associated with peaceful reunification of the homeland, thereby playing
4 functions such as communication between the two Koreas, labor mobilization within the
system, criticism of the South Korea, and external propaganda. \We are facing a challenge
to restore literary substances which have remained excluded from existing literature history
amid the division of the nation so as to enrich depiction of holistic literary history of the
Korean Peninsula, irrespective of whether the authors are South Korean who defected to
the North or whether they are North Koreans who defected to the South.

*Key words : literature History, Unification literature, division literature, South Korean
Literature history, North Korean Literature history, Korean Literature history[$
2|28tM, New Korean Literature History Lecture(2009), Chosun Literature
History (vol.16), Chosun-Munhak[North Korean Literature], Literature
Newspaper
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